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Dear Friends and Neighbors: 

This year certainly took us by surprise!  The COVID-19 pandemic brought about great concern and, for 

some, great sorrow.  Medical providers, first responders, and caregivers really shined.  Many in our 

community made incredible efforts to support local organizations that provide help and hope to those 

hurting the most.  Meals and food supplies were in constant demand.  These organizations, with the help of 

generous contributions, were able to meet the demand.  Families and individuals faced unemployment and 

financial stress.  Our community organizations were there to help.  Connecting Hope is one of these 

organizations.  The staff and volunteers worked tirelessly to offer comfort and needed assistance.  We are 

all very pleased with the efforts and with the results. 

 

Back to School? 
 

Kids are looking forward to getting back to school.   

This year is particularly special after such a long, long time away  

from the classroom and friends. 
 

Unfortunately, some will not be ready.  The residual effects of the shut-down will continue to impact 

families for many months.  These families may be struggling to make up for overdue rent and utility bills.  

They will be trying to avoid eviction and shut-off.  Keeping their home and keeping the lights on will be 

priority.  School supplies and other needs will be neglected in favor of paying other bills.  Some children will 

not be ready to enter school with confidence. 

Please join us in providing backpacks, school supplies, socks and underwear for our students.  

Families will be able to contact Connecting Hope and collect items they need free of charge.  

This year we could hear from 500 students to seeking assistance.  Let’s work together to help 

them get their school year started right! (See enclosed flyer for how you can help.) 
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August 15th   9am-2pm 

Vermont Granite Museum 
7 Jones Brothers Way, Barre 

 

 

 

This year, families will register for school supplies.  On distribution day, the backpacks will be 

ready to go – full of good things to help them start school off right.  Depending on the 

number of requests, families will be assigned a local church as a pick up site. 
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 Connecting Hope  

 

Needs for 500 Students 
New Backpacks for Grades K-12 

  

School Supplies Underclothes 
No. 2 Pencils 

Pink Erasers 

Pencil Sharpener 

Washable Markers 

Glue Sticks 

Pencil Bags 

Pocket Folders 

Spiral Notebooks 

 

 

1” Binders 

Binder Filler Paper 

Blue or Black Pens 

Highlighters 

Calculators 

Rulers 

Scissors 

Hand Sanitizer 

Socks and Underwear 

  Boys and Girls K-12 

  Children’s 4/5 xsmall 

       through Adult 2x 
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Contact Connecting Hope for a drop off location near you! 
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